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CONSUMER REGISTER lists summaries of major consumer proposals before Federal agen- 
cies. If you wish to submit written comments, include your name & address, state the name 
& Federal Register citation of the proposal on which you are commenting and explain your 


views briefly & clearly. 


School buses 


New school bus safety standards have been issued by 
Transportation Dept. to reduce the number of school bus 
accidents that cause injury or death to schoolchildren. 


The standards govern identification, operation & main- 
tenance of the buses as well as the training of drivers. 


IDENTIFICATION. Under the standard, buses used to 
carry more than 16 pupils will have the words “School 
Bus” displayed in large letters between rear warning 
lights. All buses will have to be painted the color known 
as “National School Bus Glossy Yellow” and have glossy 
black bumpers (unless, for night driving, the bumpers are 
covered with a reflective material). These standards mark 
the first time school bus identification will have to be the 
same, state to state. The buses also will have to be 
equipped with a system of signal lights and with a system 
of mirrors, which will give the driver a view of the road 
to each side of the bus and of the area immediately in 
front of the front bumper. 

MAINTENANCE. Buses must be thoroughly inspected 
at least semi-annually. Every day, drivers must make pre- 
trip inspections. 

DRIVERS. The standard also calls on each state to 
develop a plan for selecting, training and supervising 
school bus drivers. 

PUPILS. Under the standard, pupils must receive in- 
struction at least twice a year in safe riding practices & 
emergency evacuation. 


Until Sept. 8, Transportation Dept. will accept com- 
ments on the question of whether the identification & 
equipment standards should be applied to transit buses op- 
erated by private companies to carry schoolchildren. The 
new standard would apply to privately-operated buses so 
long as they carry only schoolchildren; however, the de- 
partment has received objections to this application of the 
standard. Officials say they need more information on the 
extent of private-bus programs, their costs & their safety 
before they can amend the present standard. 


Details—Federal Register: May 6, pages 9212 & 9227. 
Send comments to the Docket Section, National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration, 400 7th St., SW, Washing- 
ton, DC 20590. 


Passenger buses 


After Sept. 1, 1973, passenger buses will have to meet 


new Transportation Dept. standards governing emergency 
exits. 


The new standard requires buses other than school 
buses to provide a minimum number of emergency exits 
based on the number of seats on the bus. 


Under the new standard, devices other than the fa- 
miliar push-out window can be used for emergency exits. 
Transportation officials say that panels and doors that 
meet the emergency requirements would be as effective as 
push-out windows for emergency exit. The standards will 
also permit installation of a roof exit when the bus de- 
sign precludes a rear exit. 


Each push-out window or other emergency exit must 
be labeled with the words “Emergency Exit” followed by 
concise operating instructions. The labeling must be placed 
within 6 inches of the release mechanism that opens the 
exit. 


Details—Federal Register: May 10, page 9394. 


Youth fares 


Civil Aeronautics Board has refused to dismiss its in- 
vestigation of the legality of youth and student fares for 
flights abroad. 


CAB has denied motions brought by Pan American and 
Trans World Airlines to dismiss the investigation. The 
airlines assert that new discount fares are higher than 
those of previous years. CAB officials say that the ques- 
tion of whether these fares are discriminatory to other 
passengers still exists and, therefore, the investigation 
will continue. 


CAB is also adding newly established student fare 
programs to the investigation. If CAB determines that 
the youth fares are unlawfully discriminatory, it may re- 
quire the special rates to be dropped by the airlines. 


Details—Federal Register: May 13, page 9643. 


Macaroni-type product 


Food & Drug Administration has granted permission 
for General Foods Corp. to continue market tests for its 
new enriched macaroni-type product until April 28, 1973. 


The product—labeled “enriched yellow corn-soy-wheat 
macaroni”—-has improved protein quality, but it differs 
from the standard macaroni product because it contains 


soy and corn flours. Macaroni usually is made only from 
wheat. 


The current formula for General Foods’ new product 
is 30% wheat, 30% soy flour & 40% yellow corn flour. 
Small amounts of various vitamins have been added. The 
product costs about the same as regular macaroni. 


The company will continue to test the new product’s 
acceptability in a number of schools and other institutions 
before a decision is made on whether to market the prod- 
uct nationwide to consumers. 


Details—Federal Register: May 5, page 9145. 





Imports 


June 4 is deadline for comments on a Treasury Dept. 
review of rules governing merchandise imported into the 
U.S. 


The Treasury review concerns proposed broadening of 
the rules under which foreign goods may be determined 
to be “dumped” on the U.S. market. When “dumping” or 
underpricing, as defined in the Antidumping Act, is found 
to exist, the law provides that additional tariff duties may 
be imposed if such imports are harmful to U.S. industry. 
Higher duties would increase the price of the merchandise 
in the U.S. 


Under current rules, where there is a market for the 
goods in their country of origin as well as the U.S., 
“dumping” is found primarily when the price to U.S. 
wholesalers is less than the price of the same merchandise 
to wholesalers in the country of origin. As long as the 
wholesale price is the same for the U.S. as for the home 
market, a determination of “dumping” is not made even 


though the wholesale price may be below the cost of pro- 
duction. 


The review by the Treasury Dept. is to explore 
whether “dumping” should be redefined to include cases 
where goods are sold on the U.S. market at wholesale 
prices below cost of production, whether or not those 


prices are lower than for the market in the country of 
origin. 


Details—Federal Register: May 5, page 9125. Send 
comments to the Commissioner of Customs, 2100 K St, 
NW, Washington, DC 20226. 


Consumer credit 


Federal Trade Commission has postponed the effective 
date of its interpretations of the Fair Credit Reporting 
Act, which were scheduled to go into effect May 8, 1972. 


The FTC interpretations called for restricted distribu- 
tion of the credit guides published by credit bureaus and 
leased to credit grantors and the protective bulletins is- 
sued by trade associations. The guides rate each consumer 
and how he pays his bills. The bulletins list consumers who 
have issued bad checks or. who, for other reasons, are not 
credit worthy. 


The FTC interpretations would also govern the activi- 
ties of loan exchanges, the use by businesses of motor ve- 
hicle reports containing a consumer’s entire driving rec- 
ord and the screening activities of agencies which draw up 
mailing lists. 


The credit reporting interpretations will be postponed 
until the commission can hold a public hearing on the sub- 
ject. 


PCBs 


Food & Drug Administration has issued an environ- 
mental-impact statement explaining how the agency’s pro- 
posed rules to limit the use of the poisonous chemicals 
known as polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) will effect the 
environment. (PCBs are man-made chemicals sometimes 
used in industrial electrical equipment as heat-transfer 
agents. PCB chemicals have caused liver & genetic dam- 
age when fed to some laboratory animals.) 


The FDA proposal calls for eliminating sources of 
PCB contamination in plants that process food, animal 
feed or food-packaging materials. Such companies would 
have to eliminate equipment that contains or uses PCBs 
whenever there is a chance that their product could be- 
come contaminated. The FDA statement is available from 
the Office of the Hearing Clerk, Room 6-88, 5600 Fishers 
Lane, Rockville, MD 20852. 


Details—Federal Register: May 11, page 9503. 


Home study schools 


Federal Trade Commission guides for the business 
practices of home study and vocational schools will go 
into effect August 14. 

The guides forbid deceptive sales practices and ad- 
vertising. They will apply to any person or group that 
prepares students for employment in work requiring me- 
chanical, artistic or clerical skills. They will also govern 
schools aimed at helping students improve appearance, 
social graces or personality. The FTC guides do not, 
however, cover accredited schools offering college level 
studies. 

The FTC provisions include: 

SALES PRACTICES. A school may not advertise 
a “talent hunt” or “contest” unless the advertisement 
makes it clear that the sponsor is a school soliciting 
students. School advertisements will not be allowed to 
represent that a job is being offered with such captions as 
“Men wanted to train... ,” “Employment,” or “Business 
Opportunities.” 

DECEPTIVE NAMES. Under the FTC guides, 
schools may not use names which lead students to believe 
that the school is connected with a government agency 
or that the school is an employment agency. 

ACCREDITATION. The guides forbid any false 
suggestions that a school is accredited by a state agency 
or that its courses are approved by vocational counselors 
or employment agencies. 

FACILITIES AND SERVICES. Schools may not 
misrepresent their facilities, services or the qualifications 
of their instructors. 

ENROLLMENT STANDARDS. The guides forbid 
any false suggestions by a school that a student cannot 
enroll unless he completes a certain grade or passes a 
certain test. 


Details—Federal Register, May 16, page 9665. 


This listing is intended only as summary coverage of selected Federal Register items deemed of par- 
ticular interest to consumers, and it does not affect the legal status or effect of any document required or au- 
thorized to be published pursuant to Section 5 of the Federal Register Act as amended, 44 U.S.C. 1505. 
Federal Register is published Tuesday through Saturday (except days after Federal holidays) by Office of 
the Federal Register, National Archives & Records Service, General Services Administration, Washington, 
DC. Subscriptions cost $2.50 a month or $25 a year and may be ordered from Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402. The superintendent also sells individual copies 
-of Federal Register for 20¢ each. Copies of Federal Register usually are available in public, college and uni- 


versity libraries. 
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